Export Promotion Council for EOUs and SEZs (EPCES)

1. Introduction
The Export Promotion Council for Export Oriented Units (EOUs) and Special Economic Zones (SEZs) (EPCES) is the apex export promotion organization representing Export Oriented Units (EOUs), Special Economic Zone (SEZ) units, and SEZ developers in India. The Council works under the aegis of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India, with the objective of promoting exports, enhancing the competitiveness of its members, and facilitating a conducive policy environment for export-led growth.
Representing around 7,000 operational EOUs and SEZ units/developers across the country, EPCES contributes significantly to India's export sector, with its members accounting for nearly 34% of the country's total exports. The Council serves as an important interface between industry and the Government, supporting exporters through policy advocacy, trade facilitation, market development, and capacity-building initiatives.
2. Objectives
The key objectives of EPCES are to:
· Promote the growth and competitiveness of Export Oriented Units (EOUs) and Special Economic Zones (SEZs).
· Facilitate exports by representing industry concerns before the Government and regulatory authorities.
· Strengthen India's export ecosystem through policy advocacy and stakeholder engagement.
· Enhance market access by promoting participation in international trade events and business networking initiatives.
· Disseminate timely information on export policies, regulations, and trade opportunities to member units.
· Support exporters in expanding their global presence and improving ease of doing business.
3. Services Provided by EPCES
EPCES provides a wide range of services to its members, including:
· Organizing Open Houses, stakeholder consultations, seminars, workshops, and awareness programmes on trade policies and regulatory developments.
· Representing members' concerns before the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Finance, DGFT, CBIC, GST Council, CBDT, RBI, and State Governments.
· Facilitating participation in domestic and international trade fairs, exhibitions, and export promotion events.
· Organizing buyer-seller meets, business delegations, and networking platforms to promote international trade opportunities.
· Providing financial assistance under the Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme for participation in international trade fairs and global marketing activities.
· Publishing EPCES News (Quarterly), Weekly News, Monthly Trade Bulletin, circulars, policy updates, and other reference publications for members.
· Conducting policy studies, industry consultations, and research to support evidence-based policy formulation.
· Issuing Non-Preferential Certificates of Origin to eligible member exporters for facilitating international trade.
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