Shellac and Forest Products Export Promotion Council (SHEFEXIL) 
1. Introduction
The Shellac and Forest Products Export Promotion Council (SHEFEXIL) is an Export Promotion Council under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India. Established in 1957 as the Shellac Export Promotion Council (SEPC), its mandate was later expanded to cover a broad range of non-timber forest products (NTFPs), value-added forest produce, nutraceuticals, herbs, vegetable extracts, guar gum, sesame seeds, fixed vegetable oils, and related products. SHEFEXIL serves as the nodal Export Promotion Council for forest-based products and plays a key role in promoting sustainable exports, particularly benefiting tribal communities, forest-dependent populations, and rural producers. The Council facilitates market access, export promotion, trade intelligence, and capacity building for exporters across India. 
2. Products Covered
SHEFEXIL covers a diverse range of forest and agro-based products, including:
· Shellac and lac-based products 
· Tamarind, mahua, sal seed, and other minor forest produce 
· Medicinal and aromatic plants 
· Herbal extracts and nutraceuticals 
· Vegetable saps and extracts 
· Guar gum and guar products 
· Sesame seeds and niger seeds 
· Honey and bee products 
· Bamboo and cane products 
· Essential oils and fixed vegetable oils 
· Oil cakes and vegetable materials 
· Organic and natural forest products 
· Non-timber forest produce (NTFP) and value-added products 
The Council currently supports hundreds of product categories and acts as the principal export promotion agency for India's forest-based export sector. [footnoteRef:1] [1: https://www.dgciskol.gov.in/writereaddata/Downloads/20220823123218SHELLAC%20AND%20FOREST%20PRODUCTS%20EXPORT%20PROMOTION%20COUNCIL.pdf? ] 

3. Certification and Export Support Provided
SHEFEXIL provides a wide range of export facilitation and certification-related services, including:
· Issuance of Registration-cum-Membership Certificate (RCMC). 
· Export documentation and trade advisory services. 
· Market intelligence and export statistics. 
· Guidance on international quality standards and regulatory compliance. 
· Assistance for product certification and quality improvement. 
· Support for participation in international trade fairs, exhibitions, and buyer-seller meets. 
· Technology upgradation and capacity-building programmes. 
· Export market development initiatives and trade promotion activities. 
· Dissemination of information on global market opportunities. 
· Advocacy and representation of exporters before Government agencies and international forums. 
The Council also promotes sustainable harvesting, value addition, and commercialization of forest produce, helping exporters access high-value international markets. 
4. Contact Details
Shellac and Forest Products Export Promotion Council (SHEFEXIL)
Address:
Vanijya Bhawan, International Trade Facilitation Centre (ITFC)
1/1 Wood Street, 2nd Floor
Kolkata – 700016, West Bengal, India
Telephone: +91-33-2283-4417 / 2283-4698
Email: shefexil@gmail.com
Website: www.shefexil.org

